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GOSPEL COMMENTARY              by   Richard J. Ounsworth OP 

Why did Mary Magdalene visit the tomb of Christ? Was it simply an act of 

sight-seeing? St John doesn't tell us, and St Matthew does tell us that 'Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb', but the other two Gos-

pels add the detail that the women went to anoint the body of Jesus, taking 

the first opportunity to do so once the Sabbath was ended. 

So of course this was no act of mere curiosity, but an act of love. Mary's love 

for Jesus did not die when he died on the cross, and like all true love, Mary's 

love drives her to serve the one she loves in the only way she now can, by an 

act of tender reverence towards the body of Jesus. 

This is the same instinct that impels us Christians not only to pray for those we 

have loved who have died, but also to give them a respectful funeral, to tend 

their graves, and to long for the day when we shall be re-united with them and 

hold them once again in our arms. We do not pretend that death is nothing at 

all - it is a profound tragedy, but our love is stronger and deeper. 

Mary comes, then, to perform that act of love for one who is dead. But she 

discovers the strange, hard to grasp truth that stands at the centre of our faith - 

he is not here, he has risen. The tomb is empty. This empty tomb that once 

held the corpse of our Saviour and our God is the place that roots our religion 

in the world of history, the created world that God so loved. Jesus was buried 

there, the slaughtered victim of all the world's hatred and fear. But he is not 

there now. The Lamb once slain now lives for ever. 

As yet, Mary does not understand what the empty tomb means. How could 

she? Her conclusion that his body has been stolen makes the best sense of what 

she sees, and so her love seems to be frustrated; it has reached a dead end. But 

we know what will happen next - she will encounter the risen Christ in the gar-

den, and he will call her by her name, and she will understand. When this  

happens, she will know that her love for Christ is not blocked but re-directed. 

It is not that Jesus's body no longer matters. On the contrary, it matters all the 

more, for now it is not only a living but a life-giving body, a glorified body 

that must be served in new ways. The oils and spices can be left behind, for the 

loving service that Mary Magdalene must offer to the body of Christ is one that 

will impel her far from this garden of the dead, to serve Christ in the new gar-

den of Eden which is the Church. 

'Go and find my brothers and tell them', Christ will say to Mary. He calls her 

by name to a new act of loving service, one that has given her the title  

Apostola Apostolorum, the Apostle of the Apostles. We too are called today 

and every day to go and find Christ's brothers and sisters and tell them - tell 

them of our encounter with the risen Christ. 

We must indeed tell them of the empty tomb. It matters that God so loved the 

world that he sent his only Son, it matters that he died on the Cross and was 

buried in that tomb two thousand years ago. And it matters that the same 

tomb which could not hold him was empty on the morning of the third day. 

But if these historical truths are to prove to us what we so desperately long to 

believe, that love is indeed stronger than death, then it matters too that we 

have encountered the risen Christ. It matters that we who find that encounter 

with the risen body of our slain Lord in the life of the Church should go out to 

the whole world and proclaim the Good News: he is not there, he is risen,  

alleluia! 
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Entrance antiphon   

I have risen, and I am with you still, 

alleluia. You have laid your hand up-

on me, alleluia.  Too wonderful for 

me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 

First Reading: Acts: 10:34. 37-43 

We have eaten and drunk with him after his 

resurrection from the dead. 

Psalm: 117 

This is the day the Lord has made; let 

us rejoice and be glad. Give thanks 

to the Lord for he is good,  

for his love has no end.  

Let the sons of Israel say:  

'His love has no end.' R.  

The Lord's right hand has tri-

umphed;  

his right hand raised me up.  

I shall not die, I shall live  

and recount his deeds. R.  

The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone.  

This is the work of the Lord,  

a marvel in our eyes. R. 

Second Reading: Coll 3:1 – 4  

Look for the things that are in heaven, 

where Christ is. 

Gospel Acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia! Christ has become 

our paschal sacrifice; let us feast with 

joy in the Lord. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel: John 20:1 - 9  or Luke 24:1-12 

 

Communion antiphon:  

Christ our Passover has been  

sacrificed, alleluia; therefore let us 

keep the feast with the unleavened 

bread of purity and truth,  

alleluia, alleluia. 



CATECHIST MEETING 

There will be  a meeting for all catechists (and any-

one who would like to be) on Thursday 1 May at 

10am at Mater Dei Hall.  

Walking with God 

Fr Bill Heng C.Ss.R (Redemptorist from the Monastery 

at Kogarah) is offering this 3 day retreat - an invitation 

to spend a few quiet days with Our Lord . 

Start : Friday 23 May at 4pm, Finish : Sunday 25 May 

lunch 1.30pm 

Location: Saint Clement’s Retreat Centre – Galong 

For bookings : Please contact Sue on 6380 5222  

Email : info@stclement.com.au  

Costs : $300 per person for room with en-suite and 

$260 per person for room with shared  

bathroom.$60 Deposit per person is required on  

booking. (Price covers accommodation and all meals.) 

Chocolate Paschal Lambs are still available 

in both Churches for $10. Also vanilla-

scented soy candles in a glass for $15. 

(suitable for use at the Easter Vigil and on 

Easter Sunday) Money raised will go to-

wards the lighting upgrades in both Churches.  

CANONISATIONS OF POPE JOHN XXIII  & POPE 

JOHN PAUL II - Live Streaming from Rome.   

Celebrate this historic occasion – two great figures will 

be recognised as saints -  

on Sunday, 27 April 

at  St Mary's Cathedral - 

come for an afternoon 

and evening of festivities 

for all ages with the Di-

vine Mercy devotions, 

activities in the hall, food 

stalls and watching the 

event live from Rome.   

Please pray for 

Deceased:  Domenico Cardillo, Biaggio Signo-

relli, Chris & Clarice Dorahy, Les Woodward, 

Arturo & Lidia Caruso 

Sick:    Jean Morrell, Henie Smith, Sue McDer-

mott, Brigid Dwyer. Margaret  

Hopkinson, Sr Vianney Hatton, Mary  

Krone, Ann, Sr Maree Henderson, rsc, Blaza 

Kursar, Howard Courtney, Paul Foley, Ann 

Davies, Joanne McRea, Patrick & Sidney Yen-

son,  Matthew Tuffin, Joanne Martin, George 

& Therese  Mir,  Jack & Sylvia Wood. 

Legions of Mary   

MD: Meets 10am every Monday  

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.  

St R’s Rosary and Meeting every  

Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Meets second Tuesday of each month in the  

Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

MASS TIMES this week 

  Mater Dei  St.Raphaels 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday    8.00am   

Wednesday 8.00am  

Thursday    9.15am 

Friday  8am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment)   

Saturday   4.30pm 

EXPOSITION   

Saturday from  4.00pm 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE StR MD 

First 539 570 

Second: loose 478 791 

Envelopes 531 832 

Ministry 
St Raphael’s  Mater Dei 

19 & 20 

April 5.00pm  V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Awan Earl See roster See roster 

EMHC 
Ida 

Rosie 

Henriette 

Adele 
 Marguerite 

Readers 
  Special Cettina 

  Roster Cathy 

Altar Vounteers  Volunteers Everyone Everyone 

Servers   Available Available 

Music Michele Julia Parish Kim 

Altar Society  Gail and Clara 

Both Churches have a hearing loop  

installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- 

coil”.  

Please pray for the work of this Council which 

has been set up as part of the Church’s response 

to the Royal Commission into  

Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse. Please pray  

especially, too,  for the victims of 

child sexual abuse by clergy,  

religious and Church employees.  

 A catechist was attempting to teach her young students the true meaning of 

Easter. "Why do we celebrate Easter?" she asked.  When the children replied 

'because of the Easter bunny,' Easter eggs, spring, etc., she said, "No, those are Easter traditions and 

symbols, but what is the REASON why we celebrate Easter?    What happened at the very first East-

er?"  A little girl raised her hand and said, "Easter celebrates Jesus coming out of the tomb."    

 "Yes!" said the teacher, excited and relieved that finally the correct answer had surfaced.   

Encouraged, she prompted, "Jesus arose from the tomb, and what does He do for us?"  The young-

ster replied, "He looks to see if he can see his shadow, and if He can, he goes back in for another 

six weeks." 

Ministry 
St Raphael’s  Mater Dei 

26 &  27  

April 5.00pm  V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Greg Michael Br Michael Onsi 

EMHC Shilrey, Ellen 
Kathy, Sophia 

Henriette 
 Marguerite 

Readers 
Pavia Fernandes Sonia Lucy 

Family family Fiona Phil 

Altar Volunteers Volunteers Luke Amy, Bianca,  

Servers Please Please Emma Gabrielle 

Music  Julia Jan Youth 

Altar Society  Sharon & Nathan 

Children’s 

Liturgy 
School holidays 

                   HOME ROSARY   

St Raphael’s Parish   - Mondays  7.30pm 

BREAK DURING LENT—TO ENABLE   

PARTICIPATION IN A LENTEN PROGRAM 

 Mater Dei Parish   - Tuesdays  

22 April - Nives Care  

 33 Church St., Blakehurst 11am 

29 April - Mater Dei Church   11am 

                    ALL WELCOME 

 Remember to bring back your  

Project Compassion boxes. 

  

Palms Australia is supporting Project Compassion by  

donating 50% of profits from the sale of all chocolate,  

coffee, tea and hot chocolate at www.coffup.com.au 

during Lent. A tough day at the office – 

choosing the most delicious Fair Trade choc-

olate to add to www.coffup.com.au. If you 

or your workplace drink coffee, tea or hot 

chocolate or would like to buy child-slavery 

free chocolate for Easter then please consid-

er purchasing through CoffUP this Lent. All products are 

taste-tested by Palms staff and in our experience are 

vastly superior to what can be found in most homes 

and staffrooms.  

DATE CLAIMER for BOTH PARISHES 

There will be a meeting on 30 April at 7pm 

in the Mater Dei Hall to discuss what ways 

might lie open to us in developing our spirit-

uality in line with what Pope Francis has 

been asking us to do. Everyone is welcome 

as we discover ways in which we can grow 

i n  f a i t h  a n d  j o y  t o g e t h e r  

despite the pressures of our busy worlds.  

ANZAC So lemn V ig i l  Mass  o f  

Remembrance will be held 

at St Mary’s Cathedral on 

Thursday 24 April at 

5.30pm (the eve of ANZAC 

Day). It will be offered for 

the lives and service of 

members of the Australian 

Defence Force.   

 
He Is Risen Alleluia 

May your Easter Be a living  

celebration Of God’s wonderful gift 

of grace!  

May the peace of our Risen Lord fill 

your hearts and your homes. 

Love and Best Wishes 

Fr Isidore 

CATECHIST MEETING 

There will be  a meeting for all catechists (and any-

one who would like to be) on Thursday 1 May at 

10am at Mater Dei Hall.  

Walking with God 

Fr Bill Heng C.Ss.R (Redemptorist from the Monastery 

at Kogarah) is offering this 3 day retreat - an invitation 

to spend a few quiet days with Our Lord . 

Start : Friday 23 May at 4pm, Finish : Sunday 25 May 

lunch 1.30pm 

Location: Saint Clement’s Retreat Centre – Galong 

For bookings : Please contact Sue on 6380 5222  

Email : info@stclement.com.au  

Costs : $300 per person for room with en-suite and 

$260 per person for room with shared  

bathroom.$60 Deposit per person is required on  

booking. (Price covers accommodation and all meals.) 

Chocolate Paschal Lambs are still available 

in both Churches for $10. Also vanilla-

scented soy candles in a glass for $15. 

(suitable for use at the Easter Vigil and on 

Easter Sunday) Money raised will go to-

wards the lighting upgrades in both Churches.  

CANONISATIONS OF POPE JOHN XXIII  & POPE 

JOHN PAUL II - Live Streaming from Rome.   

Celebrate this historic occasion – two great figures will 

be recognised as saints -  

on Sunday, 27 April 

at  St Mary's Cathedral - 

come for an afternoon 

and evening of festivities 

for all ages with the Di-

vine Mercy devotions, 

activities in the hall, food 

stalls and watching the 

event live from Rome.   

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Priest 

Fr Isidore Anantharaj 

Phone: 95462605 

pp@materdei-straphael.org.au  

Presbytery & Parish Office 

  1008 King Georges Rd.,  

   Blakehurst, NSW 2221 

Fax: 95472323 

www.materdei-straphael.org.au  

Mater Dei Church:  1008 King Georges Rd,  

                            Blakehurst,  

St Raphael’s Church: 84 George St,  

                              South Hurstville 

Parish Coordinator & Secretary:   

  Maryanne Hemsley 

admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Br. Joe Cassar 

9546 1232 

Pastoral Assistant (St Raphael’s): 

  Br. Ben Krupowicz   Ph: 9546 2544    

pastassocstr@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Priest in Residence   

  Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz  

       (Chaplain to the French) 

Mobile: 0412786 245 

SCHOOLS: 

Mater Dei Primary          9546 7298  

Principal: Mrs Jenni Payne 

St Raphael’s Primary … .9546 4898 

Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie     

 A catechist was attempting to teach her young students the true meaning of 

Easter. "Why do we celebrate Easter?" she asked.  When the children replied 

'because of the Easter bunny,' Easter eggs, spring, etc., she said, "No, those are Easter traditions and 

symbols, but what is the REASON why we celebrate Easter?    What happened at the very first East-

er?"  A little girl raised her hand and said, "Easter celebrates Jesus coming out of the tomb."    

 "Yes!" said the teacher, excited and relieved that finally the correct answer had surfaced.   

Encouraged, she prompted, "Jesus arose from the tomb, and what does He do for us?"  The young-

ster replied, "He looks to see if he can see his shadow, and if He can, he goes back in for another 

six weeks." 

At the Easter Vigil we welcomed   

Daniel, Victoria & Maya Wei,  

Carol Liu,  

Felicia Irawan & Yohan Sasminta,  

Wendy Lau,  

Yue Yun Chao,  

Susanna Yee Kwan Wong,  

Tracy Zhao, James Zhang,  

Ping  and Emma Cui  

into the family of the  

Catholic church at Mater 

Dei. Please keep them in 

your prayers. 

EXCERPT FROM EVANGELII GAUDIUM  (Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis , issued 

November 2013) 

Yes to the new relationships brought by Christ 

87. Today, when the networks and means of human communication have made un-

precedented advances, we sense the challenge of finding and sharing a “mystique” of 

living together, of mingling and encounter, of embracing and supporting one another, 

of stepping into this flood tide which, while chaotic, can become a genuine experience 

of fraternity, a caravan of solidarity, a sacred pilgrimage. Greater possibilities for  

communication thus turn into greater possibilities for encounter and solidarity for every-

one. If we were able to take this route, it would be so good, so soothing, so liberating 

and hope-filled! To go out of ourselves and to join others is healthy for us. To be self-

enclosed is to taste the bitter poison of immanence, and humanity will be worse for 

every selfish choice we make.  

88. The Christian ideal will always be a summons to overcome suspicion,  

habitual mistrust, fear of losing our privacy, all the defensive attitudes which today’s 

world imposes on us. Many try to escape from others and take refuge in the comfort of 

their privacy or in a small circle of close friends, renouncing the realism of the social  

aspect of the Gospel. For just as some people want a purely spiritual Christ, without 

flesh and without the cross, they also want their interpersonal relationships provided by 

sophisticated equipment, by screens and systems which can be turned on and off on 

command. Meanwhile, the Gospel tells us constantly to run the risk of a face-to-face 

encounter with others, with their physical presence which challenges us, with their pain 

and their pleas, with their joy which infects us in our close and continuous interaction. 

True faith in the incarnate Son of God is inseparable from self-giving, from membership 

in the community, from service, from reconciliation with others. The Son of 

God, by becoming flesh, summoned us to the revolution of tenderness.  

CONGRATULATIONS FR ISIDORE! 

He celebrates 35 years of priesthood today!  

His motto is “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”   

Thank you to all those who 

have helped with setting up the  

churches for this holy time. 

 
He Is Risen Alleluia 

May your Easter Be a living  

celebration Of God’s wonderful gift 

of grace!  

May the peace of our Risen Lord fill 

your hearts and your homes. 

Love and Best Wishes 

Fr Isidore 
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